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 ABSTRACT : Present study was conducted in Jhansi city on 100 respondent of three life
stages viz., early adulthood-18 to 40 years (35 number, 17 male and 18 female), middle adulthood-
40 to 60 years (35 number 18 male 17 female) and senescence-above 60 years (30 number, 15 male
15 female) randomly selected from 6 areas to assess their attitude towards dowry by using
appropriate scale. Data revealed that almost equal number of respondents belonged to both
male and female sex. All the respondents in early adulthood and middle adulthood belonged to
Hindu religion, while only 6.7 % of respondents in senescence age were Muslims. More number
of male and female respondents in these 3 stages of life span had most unfavourable (2 = 0.057)
and favourable (2 = 0.427), respectively attitude towards dowry. Similarly more number of
respondents of Hindu and Muslim religion in senescence stage had most unfavourable and
unfavourable attitude towards dowry, while only 20% and 3.33 % of respondents of Hindu
religion had moderate and favorable attitude to dowry. Most of the respondents from all 3 age
groups with girls in their family had most unfavourable and unfavourable attitude to dowry,
while less number of respondents had favourable attitude to dowry. Early adulthood (2= 14.379)
and senescence age (2= 10.285*) group respondents with boys in their families had unfavourable
association to dowry.
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